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Minibuses ( i.e. built  to carry more than 8 
passengers and less than 17) , owned by 
church youth groups are not  usually insured on 
a ÔÔh i r e o r  r ew ar d ÕÕ basis, but rather on the 
understanding that  if you borrow the m inibus 
you make a donat ion in return for its use. This 
needs to be clearly defined since, if you are 
actually charged for the use of its minibus, 
this, st r ict ly speaking, is ÔÔhire or rewardÕÕ.  
Unless an insurance policy allowing ÔÔhire or 
rewardÕÕ is in force for that  vehicle, the validity 
of the insurance cover could well be called into 
quest ion. 

Under the Transport  Act  1985, voluntary 
organisat ions are perm it ted to charge their 
own members and clients for passenger 
t ransport  without  having to comply with the 
full Public Service Vehicle licensing 
requirements. Normally an operator who 
charges for public t ransport  would be regarded 
as a Public Service Vehicle Operator, but  this 
act  provides for a p er m i t  sy st em  under which 
appropriate charges can be made in certain 
circumstances. The Perm it  SystemÕs 
requirements are quite complex.

Full details can be obtained from the CTA.  
However it  is almost  impossible for a youth 
group to operate a m inibus legally without  
having a m inibus perm it  and, if the 
operat ion is illegal, the insurance policy is 
invalid!   The disc which can be purchased 
from the CTA should be clearly displayed in 
the window and the accompanying book 
should be carefully read before driving the 
vehicle.

FURTHER I NFORMATI ON
For  m or e in f o r m at ion  con t act :
The Community Transport  Associat ion. www.CommunityTransport .com,, Highbank, 
Halton St reet , Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 2NY Telephone:  0161 366 6685

AMAZE, PO Box 12064, Halesowen, B63 3ZN, 0121 503 0824 www.amaze.org.uk
The AMAZE Best  Pract ice Manual, is available from the address above, check out  
their website for pr ice

Page 2 of 2


